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CABINET ADVISORY PANEL A 
Monday 23 January 2017

CABINET
Thursday 26 January 2017

AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 
To receive declarations of interest from Members including the 
terms(s) of the Grant of Dispensation (if any) by the Audit Board or 
Managing Director. 

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 December 
2016 (Pages 1 - 14)

4. Urgent Items 
The Chairman will announce his decision as to whether there are any 
urgent items and their position on the agenda. 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION IN PUBLIC

5. To receive the Minutes of the Cabinet Advisory Panel held on 23 
January 2017 
To follow 

6. References from Committees 
None at this stage. 

A - Strategies, Policies, Key Decisions, Consultations

7. Dartford Town Centre Transport and Public Realm 
Improvements (Pages 15 - 28)

SD (ES)

Summary:

1. This is a Key Decision as the Council will incur expenditure or 
savings beyond the threshold agreed by the Council.

2. This report sets out initial steps for carrying out physical 
improvements to the transport network and public realm in 
Dartford Town Centre.  Further reports will be brought to 
Cabinet in due course regarding design of the scheme, public 
consultation arrangements and a programme of works.



3. The background strategy, funding and policy framework to 
carry out the improvements around the town, initially focussing 
on the Market Street area are set out in this report.  It also sets 
out the proposed procurement route for the required 
consultancy and principles of agreements to work with Kent 
County Council to deliver the project.

Recommendations:

1. That the Managing Director in consultation with the Leader of 
the Council be granted delegated authority to agree the final 
brief for the design commission, in line with the general 
principles of the Draft Brief, at Appendix A to the report.  

2. That the Managing Director in consultation with the Leader of 
the Council be granted delegated authority to enter into 
funding agreements with Kent County Council and the Homes 
and Communities Agency, on terms to be agreed with the 
Head of Legal Services.

3. That the Managing Director in consultation with the Leader of 
the Council be granted delegated authority to enter into a 
Partnership Agreement with Kent County Council to undertake 
the project management, financial and technical aspects of the 
scheme, on terms to be agreed with the Head of Legal 
Services.

4. That an Officer Project Board be established between Kent 
County Council and Dartford Borough Council to manage and 
monitor the design consultancy and agree the financial, project 
management and technical aspects of the scheme. 

8. Consultation on Ebbsfleet Implementation Framework (Pages 29 
- 42)

SD (ES)

Summary:

1. This is a Key Decision as it is significant in terms of its effects 
on communities living or working in an area of the Borough 
comprising two or more wards.

2. This report is responding to the request by the Ebbsfleet 
Development Corporation (EDC) to endorse the Ebbsfleet 
Implementation Framework as compliant with the Council’s 
policy framework (Local Plan) so that it can be used as a 
material consideration in EDC planning decisions. The report 
addresses the key issues that the Council previously raised on 
the draft Ebbsfleet Implementation Framework and the 
response from the EDC.



Recommendation:

That the EDC be advised:

1. That Dartford Council gives its support to the Ebbsfleet 
Implementation Framework dated November 2016 for 
providing clarity with regard to the integrated master 
planning of the whole of the EDC area.

2. That the Council endorses the Ebbsfleet Implementation 
Framework as guidance for pre-application discussions 
with developers and a material consideration in 
determining planning applications but with primacy given 
to Dartford’s Local Plan and Supplementary Planning 
Documents where there is a conflict between the 
documents and as a basis for the comprehensive 
identification of policy requirements.

3. That the Council considers there are some specific areas 
of non-compliance between the Ebbsfleet Implementation 
Framework and the Council’s planning policy framework, 
as set out in Table 1 and paragraph 3.16 of this report but 
will seek to assist the EDC in resolving these issues 
when proposals come forward.

4. That endorsement of the Ebbsfleet Implementation 
Framework does not imply acceptability of some of the 
proposals or information shown outside of the EDC area. 

9. Consultation on the Government's Proposal to Create a Social 
Housing Regulator as an Independent Body (Pages 43 - 46)

SD (ES)

Summary:

1. This report brings to Members’ attention the Government’s 
consultation paper on using a legislative reform order to 
establish the social housing regulator as an independent body.

2. This report summarises the proposals in the consultation 
paper and sets out the Council’s suggested response to the 
consultation.  

Recommendation:

That Cabinet approves the proposed response to the 
consultation, as set out in Appendix A to the report. 



10. Funding for Supported Housing - Consultation (Pages 47 - 52) SD (ES)
Summary:

This report draws to Members’ attention the Government’s 
consultation paper on the funding of supported housing and 
summarises the proposals in the consultation paper and sets 
out the Council’s suggested response to the consultation.  

Recommendations:

1. That Cabinet approves the proposed response to the 
consultation, as set out in Appendix A to the report.

2. That Cabinet agree to the sharing of the approved response 
with other Kent Authorities to provide a joint response to 
Government.   

B - Non-Key Decisions, Monitoring Reports

11. Proposal for Public Spaces Protection Order (Pages 53 - 86) SD (ES)
Summary:

1. This report sets out a proposal to implement Part 4, Section 59 
of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 to 
make a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO), to supress 
the growing incidents of crime and anti-social behaviour 
occurring principally during the night – time economy hours in 
Dartford Town Centre. 

2. This report also proposes that the existing Town Centre 
Designated Public Place Order is replaced by the PSPO. 
There no other relevant orders within the proposed area.

Recommendations:

1. That on being satisfied that the anti-social behaviour activities 
detailed in paras.3.15 and 3.16 of the report are having, or be 
likely to have, a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those 
in the locality, are persistent or continuing nature and 
unreasonable, the Strategic Director (External Services) be 
authorised to commence the statutory consultation to enable 
the Council to make a Public Spaces Protection Order 
prohibiting anti-social behaviour associated with the 
consumption of alcohol, misuse of substances and associated 
vehicle nuisance on terms set out in Appendix A to the report 
to apply to specific areas of Dartford Town Centre as shown 
on the Map at Appendix B.



2. That, should recommendation 2.1 be approved, a second 
report be presented to Cabinet which takes into account the 
outcome of the consultation process with a view to seeking 
authority for the Head of Legal Services to make the Public 
Spaces Protection Order for a period of three years.

3. That it be noted that the extant Designated Public Place 
Protection Order will expire on the making of the Public 
Spaces Protection Order. 

12. Dartford Borough Council Code of Corporate Governance 2017 
(Pages 87 - 102)

SD (IS)

Summary:

To agree an updated Code of Corporate Governance and the 
arrangements for the preparation and approval of the Annual 
Governance Statement.

Recommendation:

That the Code of Corporate Governance 2017, attached as 
Appendix A to the report, be approved. 

13. Draft Local Lettings Plan for Hill View (Pages 103 - 108) SD (ES)
Summary:

This report seeks approval for a local lettings plan to be 
implemented for the Council’s new build housing  development 
at Hill View, Temple Hill.

Recommendation:

That the draft Local Lettings Plan attached at Appendix A to 
the report be approved. 

14. Calendar of Meetings of the General Assembly of the Council, 
Cabinet, Committees and Boards (Pages 109 - 128)

SD (IS)

Summary

To seek Members’ views on the proposed calendar of 
meetings for 2017/18 and the provisional calendar for 2018/19.

Recommendation:

That the proposed calendar of meetings for 2017/18 and the 
provisional calendar of meetings for 2018/19 be submitted to 
the Annual Meeting of the Council. 



15. National Non-Domestic Discretionary Rate Relief 2017/18 (Pages 
129 - 146)

SD (IS)

Summary:

To consider granting discretionary rate relief to ratepayers who 
have made applications in respect of 2017/18.

Recommendations:

1. That the level of discretionary rate relief for 2017/18 for the 
organisations listed in Appendix A to the report be determined 
in accordance with the detailed recommendations set out in 
that Appendix.

2. That the amendments (as prescribed by legislation) to the 
Small Business Rate Relief scheme at Appendix B to the 
report, be effective from 1 April 2017.

3. That the changes to the criteria for granting discretionary rural 
rate relief as outlined in paragraphs 3.7 to 3.9 of this report 
and as detailed in Appendix C to the report, be approved. 

16. Write-off of National Non-Domestic Rates (Pages 147 - 152) SD (IS)
Summary:

To consider writing-off Non Domestic Rate debts where it has 
not been possible to obtain payment because of insolvency, 
because the ratepayer cannot be traced or where the debt is 
otherwise irrecoverable.

Recommendation:

That the sums shown on Appendix A in the confidential part of 
the report, amounting to £123,044.38, be written off as 
uncollectible. 

17. Housing Benefit Overpayment Write-off (Pages 153 - 156) SD (IS)
Summary:

To consider the write-off of a Housing Benefit overpayment 
where recovery is prohibited, is not considered appropriate or 
where the customer has absconded.

Recommendation:

That the sum of £17,864.60, shown in Appendix A to the report 



on the closed part of the agenda, be written off as 
irrecoverable. 

18. Appointment of 4th Independent Member to the Deed, Trust and 
Obligations Committee (Pages 157 - 158)

SD (IS)

Summary:

To inform the Cabinet of the outcome of the interviews for the 
appointment of a 4th Independent Member to the Deed, Trust 
and Obligations Committee to replace Mrs Elissia Evans, and 
to seek approval to the appointment of Mr A. R. Martin as 
detailed in the report.

Recommendation:

That the appointment of a 4th Independent Member (voting co-
optee) to the Deed, Trust and Obligations Committee 
recommended by the interview panel held on 4 January 2017, 
be approved, for an initial period of one year and subsequently 
confirmed annually at the Annual Meeting. 

19. Street Naming and Numbering - Northfleet West Sub Station - 
Phase 1C (Pages 159 - 162)

SD (IS)

Summary:

To approve two new road names for Phase 1C of the 
development at the former Northfleet West Sub Station site.

Recommendation:

That the two new road names of Mortimer and Talbot be 
approved for Phase 1C of the Northfleet West Sub Station site. 

C - Items for Information, noting, endorsing

No items for consideration.

Exclusion of the Press and Public

TO RESOLVE: That, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as 
amended), the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 
business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information.



D - Items for Consideration in Private

Confidential Appendices

A. Write-off of National Non-Domestic Rates - Exempt Appendix A
(Exempt Category SO 46 (1) (b) Annex 1 Paragraph 3) (Pages 163 
- 164)

SD (IS)

B. Housing Benefit Overpayment Write-off - Exempt Appendix A
(Exempt Category SO 46 (1) (b) Annex 1 Paragraphs 1 & 3) 
(Pages 165 - 166)

SD (IS)


